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DETAILED ACTION
1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on
10/5/2007 has been entered.
Response to Remarks
2. The applicant has amended the claims to recite “a multi-accessory motorcycle
audio system comprising a plurality of audio accessories including a music source, a.
cellular telephone, a radar detection device, a microphone and a geographié
designation system”. The applicant asserts that the prior art cited in the last office
action fails to disclose the amended claim language. The examiner agrees but upon
further investigation has determined that the applicant's admitted prior art discloses a
motorcycle comprising all of the accessories claimed (page 1, lines 11-20 and page 2,
lines 7-16).
3. Claims 2, 4 and 9 are cancelled. |
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The speciﬁcation shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

5. Claims 11,12 ,22,23,33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second

paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the
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subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 11, 22 and 33 recite “ ..
combining the general mobile communications device audio signal and the citizen's
band radio audio signal”. Claims 12,23 and 34 recite “.. combining the geographic
designation system audio signal and the radar detection audio signal.". The examiner is
unclear as to what the combined resulting output would be and how the combined
output would be used differently, by the motorcyclist, from the individual signals
themselves. Clarity is needed.
6.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

8. Claims 1,3,5-10,14-17,19,20-22,25-28,30-32 and 35,36 are rejected under 35
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the applicant’s admitted prior art (hereafter
AAPA) (page 1, line 1- page 2, line 16) in view of Ishigaki et al. (US 4,347,510) in fﬁrther
view of Furst et al. (US 6,316,713).

Regarding claim 1, the applicant’'s admitted prior art discloses a mu|ti-a¢cess§ry
motorcycle audio system (page 2, lines 7-9 teaches that motorcycles such as
touring bikes are commonly equipped with many or all of the audio accessories

noted on page 1, lines 14-18) comprising:
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A plurality of audio accessories including a music source, a cellular telephone, a
radar detéction device, a microphone and a geographic designation system (page 1,
lines 14-18 list examples of audio accessories available include am or fm radios,
CB radios, stereos, intercoms, tape and compact disk players, general mobile
corﬁmunication devices, cellular phones, global positioning satellite systems and
radar detectors and page 2, Iinés 7-9 teaches that motorcycles such as touring
bikes aré commonly equipped with many or all of the audio accessories noted on
page 1, lines 14-18 and is also equipped with a headset microphone): and

An audio switch.ing device and a switching section (page 1, lines 21-page 2, line
6).

AAPA discloses an audio switching device but fails to explicitly disclose an input
section adapted to receive a plurality of signals from the plurality of signals form the
plurality of vehicle audio accessories and to transmit the plurality of audio signals, a
switching section interconnected with the input section, a controller comprising an
instruction set and interconnected with said input section and with said switching section
and adapted to receive the plurality of audio signals from the input section and to
produce control signals based upon said instruction set, wherein said switching section
is adapted to receive the plurality of audio signals from the input section, to receive the
control signals produced by the controller, and to produce an output audio signal, and
an output section interconnected with said switching section.

Ishigaki discloses an audio switching device (automatic switching apparatus

14, Figure 1; column 3, lines 7-8) comprising:
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an input section adapted to receive a plurality of signals from the plurality of
signals form the plurality of vehicle audio accessories and to transmit the plurality of
audio signals (input terminals 21-23, Figure 2; column 3, lines 10-12),

a switching section interconnected with the input section (switching circuits 24-

26; Figure 2; column 3, lines 11-16);

a controller comprising an instruction set and interconnected with said input
section and with said switching section and adapted to receive the plurality of audio
signals from the input section and to produce control signals based upon said
instruction set (memory circuit 30 reads on controller, Figure 2; Figure 3 illustrates
the memory which output control signals CS1,CS2 and CS3 ; column 3, line 64-
column 4, line 59; column 5, lines 13-30 teaches that the memory circuit 30
produces control signals as output so that, in response fo one input signal, the
switching circuit of the' that input signal is closed and thefeafter maintained in
this state, but when an input signal subsequently arrives at another signal
system, the switching circuit which has been first closed is opened, and the

switching circuit of the system of the input Signal arriving later is closed );

wherein said switching section is adapted to receive the plurality of audio signals
from the input section, to receive the control signals produced by the controller, and to
produce an output audio signal (Figure 2; column 3, line 64-column 4, line 67
discloses that the switching section, switching circuits 24-26, receives input
signals from the input terminals and control signals produced by the memory and

to produce an output audio signal);
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an output section interconnected with said switching section (pre-amp 15, main
amp 16 and speaker 17 read on-output section, Figure 1; column 2, line 67-
column 3, line 2).

Ishigaki teaches of switching between only three devices and .teaches that
the benefit of the switohing apparatus, 14, is to provide automatic selection (Ishigaki,
column 2, lines 47-53). It would have been obvious, in light of the AAPA’s disclosure
that it is common for a touring motorcycle to have of all of the claimed audio
accessories , that one of ordinary skill in the art would have varied the switching section
of prior art Ishigaki in a predictable manner so as to result in the claimed invention in
order to accommodate all of the audio accessories.

AAPA as modified discloses a controller. AAPA as modified fails to disclose that
the controller is programmable. Furst discloses a switching apparatus that has a
programmable controller (switching apparatus 12 has a drive apparatus 21 which
has a programmable microprocessor with a memory, the drive apparatus 21
controlling the switching apparatus; column 4, line 61-column 5, line 13). It would
have been obvious to modify AAPA as modified so that the controller is programmable
so that switching can occur more quickly.

Regarding claim 3, AAI;A as modified discloses a multi-accessory motorcyclé
audio system wherein the vehicle audio accessories comprise a first level music source
and a second level music source (AAPA ; page 1, lines 14-18 list examples of audio
accessories available include am or fm radios, CB radios, stereos, intercoms,

tape and compact disk players, general mobile communication devices, cellular
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phones, global positioning satellite systems and radar detectors and page 2, lines
7-9 teaches that motorcycles such as touring bikes are commonly equipped with
many or all of the audio accessories noted on page 1, lines 14-18 and is also
equipped with a headset microphone).

Regarding claim 5, AAPA as modified discloses a multi-accessory motorcycle
audio system wherein said microphone comprises a headset microphone (AAPA ; page
1, lines 14-18 list examples of audio accessories available include am or fm
radios, CB radios, stereos, intercoms, tape and compact disk players, general
mobile communication devices, cellular phones, global positioning satellite
Systems and radar detectors and page 2, lines 7-9 teaches that motorcycles such
as touring bikes are commonly equipped with many or all of the audio
accessories noted on page 1, lines 14-18 and is also equipped with a headset
microphone).

Regarding claim 6, AAPA as modified discloses a multi-accessory motorcycle
system wherein the audio accessories comprise a pair of headset micrbphones (AAPA
; page 1, lines 14-18 list examples of audio accessories available include am or fm
radios, CB radios, stereos, intercoms, tape and compact disk players, general
mobile communication devices, cellular phones, global positioning satellite
systems and radar detectors and page 2, lines 7-9 teaches that motorcycles such
as touring bikes are commonly equipped with many or all of the audio
accessories noted on page 1, lines 14-18 and is alsb equipped with a headset

microphone for the passenger and the driver).
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Regarding claim 7, AAPA as modified discloses a multi-accessory motorcycle
system wherein the audio accessories comprise a wireless communications device
(AAPA ; page 1, lines 14-18 list examg;les of audio accessories available include
am or fm radios, CB radios, stereos, intercoms, tape and compact disk players,'
general mobile communication devices, cellular phones, global positioning
satellite systems and radar detectors and page 2, lines 7-9 teaches that
motordycles such as touring bikes are commonly equipped with many or all of
the audio accéssories noted on page 1, lines 14-18 and is also equipped with a
headset microphone).

Regarding claim 8, AAPA as modified discloses a multi-accessory motorcycle
system wherein the audio accessories comprise a general mobile communications
device (AAPA ; page 1, lines 14-18 list examples of audio accessories available
include am or fm radios, CB radios, stereos, intercoms, tape and compact disk
players, general mobile communication devices, cellular phones, global
positioning satellite systems and radar detectors and page 2, lines 7-9 teaches
that motorcycles such as touring bikes are commonly equipped with many or all
of the audio accessories noted on'page 1, lines 14-18 and is also equipped with a
headset microphone).

Regarding claim 10, AAPA as modified discloses wherein the audio accessories
comprise a first level music source and a second level music source; and the input

section comprises a switch for switching between the first and second music sources
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(See AAPA ,Ishigaki and Furst as applied to claim 1 above which discloses
switching between a plurality of sources).

Regarding claim 14, AAPA as modified discloses wherein the switching section
comprises a plurality of switches (See AAPA, Ishigaki and Furst as applied to claim 1 -
above,; Ishigaki discloses automatic a switching apparatus (14, Figure 1; column 3,
lines 7-8) that includes a switching section interconnected with‘the input section
(switching circuits 24-26; Figure 2; column 3, lines 11-16).

Regarding claim 15, AAPA as modified discloses wherein the switching section
comprises a plurality of analog switches (See AAPA, Ishigaki and Furst as applied to
claim 1 above; Ishigaki discloses éutomatic a switching apparatus (14, Figure 1;
column 3, lines 7-8) that includes a switching section interconnected with the
input section (switching circuits 24-26; Figure 2; column 3, lines 11-16).

Regarding claim 16, AAPA as modified discloses wherein the controller
comprises a programmable controller chip ( See AAPA, Ishigaki and Furst as applied
to claim 1 above; Furst discloses a switching apparatus that has a programmable
controller (switching apparatus 12 has a drive apparatus 21 which has a
programmable microprocessor with a memory, the drive apparatus 21 controlling
the switching apparatus; column 4, line 61-column 5, line 13).

Regarding claim 17, AAPA as modified discloses a microphone that provides a
microphone signal (See AAPA as applied above to claim 1) an instruction set for
switching and switching between various sources. AAPA as modified fails to disclose

explicitly that the instruction set comprises an instruction for controlling the switching
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section in response to the microphone audio signal. The prior has recognized the
importance or benefit of switching between various sources and having a
programmable controller for controlling the switching as evidenced by AAPA Ishigaki
and Furst. It would have been obvious to try switching as a result of the microphone
signal with a reasonable expectation of success.

Regarding claim 19., AAPA as modified wherein the output section comprises a
pair of speakers (AAPA further discloses that the output can‘comprise a pair of

helmet speakers; AAAPA ,page 2, lines 10-11).

Regarding claim 20,' the applicant’s admitted prior art discloses a motorcycle
audio system switching device (page 2, lines 7-9 teaches that motorcycles such as
touring bikes are commonly equipped with many or all of the audio accessories
noted on page 1, lines 14-18 and of switching capability, page 1, line 21-page 2,
line 6) for switching a plurality of audio accessories including a music source, a cellular
telephone, a radar detection device, a micropHone and a geographic designation
system (page 1, lines 14-18 list examples of audid accessories available include
am or fm radios, CB radios, stereos, intercoms, tape and compact disk players,
general mobile communication devices, cellular phones, global positioning
satellite systems and radar detectors and page 2, lines 7-9 teaches that
motorcycles such as touring bikes are commonly equipped with many or all of
the audio accessories noted on page 1, lines 14-18 and is also equipped with a

microphone); and
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An audio switching device and a switching section (page 1, lines 21-page 2, line
6).

AAPA discloses an audio switchi_ng device but fails to explicitly disclose an input
section interconnected with said plurality of Aaudio accessories, a switching section
interconnected with said input section, a controller comprising an instruction set and
interconnected with said input section and with said switching section and adapted to
receive a plurality of audio signals from the input section and to produce control signals
based upon said instruction set, wherein said switching section is adapted to receive the
plurality of audio signals from the input section, to receive the control signals produced
by the controller, and to produce an output audio signal, and an output section
interconnected with said switching section.

AAPA as modified discloses a controller. AAPA as modified fails to disclose that
the controller is programmable. Furst discloses a switching apparatus that has a
programmable controller (switching apparatus 12 has a drive apparatus 21 which
has z;\ programmable microprocessor with a memory, the drive apparatus 21
controlling the switching apparatus; column 4, line 61-column 5, line 13). It would
have been obvious to modify AAPA as modified so that the controller is programmable

so that switching can occur more quickly.

Ishigaki discloses an audio switching device (automatic switching apparatus

14, Figure 1; column 3, lines 7-8) comprising:
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an input section interconnected with said plurality of audio accessories (input
terminals 21-23, Figure 2; column 3, lines 10-12),
a switching section interconnected with the input section (switching circuits 24-

26; Figure 2; column 3, lines 11-16);

a controller comprising an instruction set and interconnected with said input
section and with said switching section and adapted to receive the plurality of audio
signals from the input section and to produce control signals based upon said
instruction set (memory circuit 30 reads on controller, Figure 2; Figure 3 illustrates
the memory which output control signals CS$1,CS2 and CS3 ; column 3, line 64-
column 4, line 59; column 5, lines 13-30 teaches that the memory circuit 30
produces control signals as output so that, in response to one input signal, the
switching circuit of the that input signal is closed and thereafter maintained in
this state, but when an input signal subsequently arrives at another signal
system, the sWitching circuit which has been first closed is opened, and the

switching circuit of the system of the input Signal arriving later is closed );

wherein said switching section is adapted to receive the plurality of audio signals
from the input section, to receive the control signals produced by the controller, and to
produce an output audio signal (Figure 2; column 3, line 64-§olumn 4, line 67
discloses that the switching section, switching circuits 24-26, receives input
signals from the input terminals and control signals produced by the memory and

to produce an output audio signal);
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an output section interconnected with said switching section (pre-amp 15, main
amp 16 and speaker 17 read on output section, Figure 1; column 2, line 67-
column 3, line 2).

Ishigaki teaches of switching between only three devices and teaches that
the benefit of the switching apparatus, 14, is to provide automatic selection (Ishigaki,
column 2, lines 47-53). It would have been obvious, in light of the AAPA’s disclosure
that it is common for a touring motorcycle to have of all of the claimed audio
accessories , that one of ordinary skill in the art would have varied the switching section
of prior art Ishigaki in a predictable manner so as to result in the claimed invention in
order to accommodate all of the audio accessories.

AAPA as modified discloses a controller. AAPA as modified fails to disclose that
the controller is programmable. Furst discloses a switching apparatus that has a
programmable controller (switching apparatus 12 has a drive apparatus 21 which
has a programmable microprocessor with a memory, the drive apparatus 21
controlling the switching apparatus; column 4,‘ line 61-column 5, line 13). It would
have been obvious to modify AAPA as modified so that the controller is programmable
so that switching can occur more quickly.
Regarding claim 21, AAPA as modified discloses wnerein the audio accessories
comprise a first level music source and a second level music source; and the input
section comprises a switch for switching between the first and second music sources
(See AAPA Ishigaki and Furst as applied 'to claim 20 above which discloses

switching between a plurality of sources).
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Regarding claim 25, AAPA as modified discloses wherein the switching section
comprises a plurality of switches (See AAPA ,Ishigaki and Furst as applied to claim
20 above; Ishigaki discloses automatic a switching apparatus (14, Figure 1;
column 3, lines 7-8) that includes a switching section interconnected with the
input section (switching circuits 24-26; Figure 2; column 3, lines 11-16).

Regarding claim 26, AAPA as modified discloses wherein the switching section
comprises a plurality of analog switches (See AAPA, Ishigaki and Furst as applied to
claim 20 above; Ishigaki discloses automatic a switching apparatus (14, Figure 1;
column 3, lines 7-8) that includes a switching section interconnected with the

input section (switching circuits 24-26; Figure 2; column 3, lines 11-16).

Regarding claim 27, AAPA as modified discloses wherein the controller
comprises a programmable controller chip ( See AAPA, Ishigaki and Furst as applied ‘
to claim 20 above; Furst discloses a switching apparatus that has a
programmable controller (switching apparatus 12 has a drive apparatus 21 which
has a programmable microprocessor with a memory, the drive apparatus 21
controlling the switching apparatus; column 4, line 61-column 5, line 13).

Regarding claim 28, AAPA as modified discloses a microphone that provides a
microphone signal (See AAPA as applied above to claim 1), an instruction set for
switching and switching between various sources. AAPA as modified fails to disclose

explicitly that the instruction set comprises an instruction for controlling the switching
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section in response to the microphone audio signal. The prior has recognized the-
importance or benefit of switching between various sources and having a programmable
controller for controlling the switching as evidenced by AAPA Ishigaki and Furst. It
would have been obvious to try switching as a result of the microphone signal with a
reasonable expectation of success.

Regarding claim 30., AAPA as modified wherein the output section comprises a
pair of speakers (AAPA further discloses that the outpu.t can comprise a pair of

helmet speakers; AAAPA ,page 2, lines 10-11).

Regarding claim 31, the applicant’s admitted prior art disclosgs a metﬁod for
switching signals in a motorcycle audio system interconnected to a plurality of audio
accessories including a music source, a cellular telephone, a radar detection device, a
microphone and a geographic designation system, the method comprising (page 1,
lines 21-page 2, line 6 teaches of switching between a plurality of audio
accessories ( a switching method is implicit); page 2, lines 7-9 teaches that
motorcycles such as touring bikes are commonly equipped with many or all of
the audio accessories noted on page 1, lines 14-18 and of switching capability,
page 1, line 21-page 2, line 6 ; page 1, lines 14-18 list examples of audio
accessories available include am or fm radios, CB radios, stereos, intercoms,
tape and compact disk players, general mobile communicaﬁon devices, cellular
phones, global positioning satellite systems and radar detectors and page 2, lines

7-9 teaches that motorcycles such as touring bikes are commonly equipped with
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many or all of the audio accessories noted on page 1, lines 14-18 and is also
equipped with a microphone) .

AAPA discloses a method for switching signals but fails to explicitly disclose
receiving a plurality of audio signals at an input section; receiving the plurality of audio
signals from the input section at é controller interconnected with said input section;
producing a control signal at the controller in response to an instruction set; receiving
the plurality of audio signals at a switching section interconnected with said input
section; receiving the control signal form the controller at the switching section; and
outputting an audio signal from the switching section in response to the received control
signal.

Ishigaki discloses receiving a plurality of audio signals at an input section (input

terminals 21-23, Figure 2; column 3, lines 10-12);

receiving the plurality of audio signals from the input section at a controller
interconnected with said input section; (memory circuit 30 reads on controller,
Figure 2; column 3, line 64-column 4, line 67 discloses that the switching section,
switching circuits 24-26, receives input signals from the input terminals and
control signals produced by the memory 30 and produces an output audio
signal; memory circuit 30 reads on controller, Figure 2);

producing a control signal at the controller in response to an .instruction set
(Figure 3 illustrates the memory which output control signals CS1,CS2 and CS3 ;

column 3, line 64-column 4, line 59; column 5, lines 13-30 teaches that the
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memory circuit 30 produces control signals as output so that, in response to one
input signal, the switching circuit of the that input signal is closed and thereafter
maintained in this state, but when an input signal subsequently arrives at another
signal system, the switching circuit which has been first closed is opened, and
the switching circuit of the system of the input Signal arriving later is closed),
receiving the plurality of audio signals at a switching section interconnected with
said input section (Figure 2; column 3, line 64-column 4, line 67 discloses that the
switching section, switching circuits 24-26, receives input signals from the input
terminals and control signals produced by the memory and to produce an output
audio signal; memory circuit 30 reads on controller, Figure 2; Figure 3 iIIustrétes
the memory which output control signals CS1,CS2 and CS3 ; column 3, line 64-
column 4, line 59; column 5, lines 13-30 teaches that the memory circuit 30
produces control signals as output so that, in response to one input signal, the
switching circuit of the that input signal is closed and thereafter maintained in
this state, but when an input signal subsequently arrives at another signal
system, the switching circuit which has been first closed is opened, and the
switching circuit of the system of the input Signal arriving later is closed);
receiving the control signal form the controller at the switching section; and
outputting an audio signal from the switching section fn response to the received control
signal (Figure 2; column 3, line 64-column 4, line 67 discloses that the switching

section, switching circuits 24-26, receives input signals from the input terminals
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and control signals produced by the memory and to produce an output audio
signal);

outputting an audio signal from the switching section in response to the received
control signal (pre-amp 15, main amp 16 and speaker 17 read on output section,
Figure 1; column 2, line 67-column 3, line 2; Figure 2; column 3, line 64-column 4,
line 67 discloses that the switching section, switching circuits 24-26, receives
input signals from the input terminals and control signals produced by the
memory and to produce an output audio signal).

Ishigaki teaches of switching between only three devices and teaches that
the benefit of the switching apparatus, 14, is to provide automatic selection (Ishigaki,
column 2, lines 47-53). It would have been obvious, in light of the AAPA’s disclosure
that it is common for a touring motorCycIe to have of all of the claimed audio
accessories , that one of ordinary skill in the art would have varied the switching section
of prior art Ishigaki in a predictable manner so as to result in the claimed invention in
order to accommodate all of fhe audio accessories.

AAPA as modified discloses a controller. AAPA as modified fails to disclose that
the controller is programmable. Furst discloses a switching apparatus that has a
programmable controller (switching apparatus 12 has a drive apparatus 21 which
has a programmable microprocessor with a membry, the drive apparatus 21
controlling the switching apparatus; column 4, line 61-column 5, line 13). It would
have been obvious to modify AAPA as modified so that the controller is programmable

so that switching can occur more quickly.
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Regarding claim 32, AAPA as modified discloses wherein the audio accessories
comprise a first level music source and a second level music sourcé; and the input
section comprises a switch for switching between the first and second music sources
(See AAPA Ishigaki and Furst as applied to claim 20 above which discloses
switching between a plurality of sources).

Regarding claim 36, AAPA as modified discloses a microphone that provides a
microphone signal (See AAPA as applied above to claim 1), an instruction set for
switching and switching between various sources. AAPA as modified fails to disclose
explicitly that the instruction set comprises an instruction for controlling the switching
section in response to the. microphohe audio signal. The prior has recognized the
importance or benefit of switching between various sources and having a
programmable controller for controlling the switching as evidenced by AAPA Ishigaki
and Furst. It would have been obvious to try switching as a result of the microphone

signal with a reasonable expectation of success.

9.  Claims 13, 24 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being
unpatentable over the applicant’s admitted prior art (hereafter AAPA) (page 1, line 1-
page 2, line 16) in view of Ishigaki et al. (US 4,347,510) in further view of Furst et al.
(US 6,316,713) in further view of Eggers ‘((US 5,910,996).

Regarding claims 13,24 and .35, AAPA as modified discloses an input section.
AAPA as modified does not disclose signal-leveling circuitry for leveling the audio

signals with respect to one another. Eggers discloses a leveling circuit in switching
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circuit 41 for source signals A and B through the use of foreground program volume
controller 15 and background program volume controller 16 (column 3, line 54-column
5, line 63). The advantage of such a circuit was to prioritize the audio signals and make
sure the most important audio source is heard over any other audio source, as taught in
column 3 lines 17-53. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in
the art at the time of invention to modify AAPA as modified to include the leveling
circuitry of Eggers for the purpose of prioritizing the signals.

Regarding claim 24, AAPA as modified discloses aﬁ input section. AAPA as
modified does not disclose signalfleveling circuitry for leveling the audio signals with
respect to one another. Eg'gers discloses a leveling circuit in switching circuit 41 for
source signals A and B through the use of foreground program volume controller 15 and
background program volume controller 16 (column 3, line 54-column 5, line 63). The
advantage of such a circuit was to prioritize the audio signals and make suré the most
important audio source is heard over any other audio source, as taught in column 3
lines 17-53. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at
the time of invention to modify AAPA as modified to include the leveling circuitry of
Eggers for the purpose of prioritizing the signals.

Regarding claim 35, AAPA as modified does not disclose signal-leveling circuitry
for leveling the audio signals with respect to one another. Eggers discloses a leveling
circuit in switching circuit 41 for source signals A and B through the use of foreground
program volume controller 15 and background program volume controller 16 (column 3,

line 54-column 5, line 63). The advantage of such a circuit was to prioritize the audio
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signals and make sure the most important audio source is heard over any other audio
source, as taught in column 3 lines 17-53. Therefore, it would have been obvious to
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify AAPA as modified to

include the leveling circuitry of Eggers for the purpose of prioritizing the signals.

Claim Objections
10. Claim18,29 and 37 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim,
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of
the base claim and any intervening claims.
Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Devona E. Faulk whose telephone number is §71-272-
7515. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 5 pm.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.



Application/Control Number: Page 22
09/923,280
Art Unit: 2615

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information folr unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you havve questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
| Business Center (EBC) ét 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

p 1.4
/Devona E. Faulk/
Examiner
Art Unit 2615
12/21/2007
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